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Locating Central America Forced Migration

• Between 12 and 14% of Central American population
are considered international migrants.

• Nicaraguan migration towards Costa Rica is the main
intrarregional migration flow.

• About 7% of the total Costa Rican population as a 
Nicaraguan background. 

• Extraregional migration usually seeks to arrive to the
United States. 

• Central America is also territory through which
extraregional migrants aim to reach the United States.
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Territorial distribution of 
Nicaraguans in Costa Rica

Routes of Central Americans
crossing Mexico

Expelling factors

• Lack of paid jobs and violence are among the main
reasons for migration.

• Extractivist industries, mega tourism, hydroelectric
projects, and monoculture plantations (e.g. palm oil) 
decreased job opportunities in rural areas.

• Violence also expell people out of their countries.
• Firearms and traffic of illicit substances increase

violence. Men are most of victims and perpetrators.
• Consequences of climate change drive people out of 

their communities. Hurricanes Mitch (1998) and 
Matthew (2016) are actually very sad examples.

Hardening migration policies

• Between 1966 and 2013, 4,6 million people were
deported from the United States. It is estimated 3,76% 
(near 11,8 million) of the total US population is
undocumented.

• Obama’s 2014 executive action, which enabled the
regularization of about 3,9 million people, was declared
without effect by the Supreme Court in June 2016.

• Between 2013 and 2014, the number of Central 
Americans deported from Mexico increased 69,72% (72 
692 to 104 253).
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Neither security, nor rights

• Mexican Immigration Law does not authorise travel
permission to Central Americans for crossing its
territory. 

• They must travel through extremly dangerous routes
and pay to the organised crime. 

• Most of migrants pay for crossing the Mexican-US 
border.

• Masacres of migrants in San Fernando, Tamaulipas 
(2010 and 2011) and Cadereyta, Nuevo León (2012) 
are among the most painful. Very few corpses have
been identified.

“The Beast”, a common
image…

To continue…

• Social exclusion expells populations and, 
simultaneously, migration controls have
increased.   

• A right not to emigrate is urgently needed. It
means to link migration and development.

• Meanwhile, immigration has become a keyword
for rightwing politics (Trump, UKIP, Alternative
for Germany, among others).

• In short, framing progressive approaches
regarding migration is a pressing challenge.

Thanks!


